OE Training Complex Development 
September 24, 2007
Over the past 5 weeks, Team All-Sports the OE field installation contractor has been moving, grading and smoothing the earth in preparation for seeding and fertilization.  A lot of dust has flown from the fields during this process and a long overdue rain is badly needed.  By the time you read this article, we will or will not have had this rain.  Because of these soil conditions, it was recommended that we wait until we receive heavy rain in order to settle the very fluffy ground.  However, with the growing season shortening, the latest planting date of October 1st is upon us.  It will be necessary to begin planting within the next week, rain or no rain.  

Meanwhile, work on the irrigation system and water well development has continued.  The main system valves, couplers and irrigation boxes have been set below field grade.  However, our well contractor has not hit the consistent gravel and sand material as desired for development of the well at the required flow.   The contractor has begun to drill a second well hole in search of the consistent sand and gravel layer need to support our water requirements.   

If you have ventured by the complex lately, you may have noticed that the main field area has now been enclosed behind a beautiful red cedar split rail fence.  The fence was donate by the OESA U15 girl’s team and installed by several fathers on the team.  Once the gates are installed, the fields and the parking lot area will be secured from traffic during unauthorized hours.  

Some work at the entrance to the complex has been done to provide a cleaner look to the complex entrance.    Excavation of the front three acres and clearing of the brush along the road was provided by H&R Concrete and Kurt Hutter.   Don Paul Landscaping has provided the final grade and seeding of those three acres.  This area may provide added practice space and/or overflow parking.   Donations of trees, shrubs and labor are welcomed to add further curb appeal along the Rialto Road entrance.

These are just a few of the items that are currently in progress at the OE training facility.    There are many things that still need to be done for the training facility to be ready for the fall season 2008.  The major tasks include clearing the wooded area and excavating and installing the parking lot.  However, there are plenty of small jobs that need to be completed.  For instance, the main gate still needs to be installed at the front entrance.  The final plumbing of the irrigation system to the well must take place.  And we still have some brush clearing to do around some utility poles near the fields.  If anyone would like to volunteer some time and or resources to help in any of these areas, please contact me, at 254-3568.   Your feedback in this special project is eagerly welcomed.  

Many thanks go out to those of you who have volunteered your time and resources to bring this facility to where it is today.  We still have a way to go, but with your interest and support, we will make the OE training facility one of the finest in the region.                 

November 27, 2007
Thanks to those of you who have helped out in the last few weeks with various projects at the complex. While the fleet of zero-turn lawn mowers never materialized, we were blessed in having use of two magnificent demo machines to perform the first time grooming of the fields. Utilizing a Toro and Scag zero-turn mowers on loan from West Chester Lawn & Garden, a dedicate group of accomplished operators completed the initial cut in under 10 hours.  

Unfortunately with the onset of cooler weather, the grass has grown at a snails pace.

The root system has barely had time to establish itself and will take significant nurturing in the spring. A second seeding will be needed in early March to fill in thin and bare grassed areas. In that same time period, another fertilization application will be made to further feed the root systems of the grass. That is when our volunteer maintenance staff team will begin to work daily to keep up with the tremendous grass growth we will experience.      

After discussing several alternatives for clearing and removing the wooded acreage in preparation for parking lot installation, we have decided to contract an excavator to level this area. The contractor will be required to clear and pile the brush and trees into several large piles. The Ohio EPA’s has requested that we try to reduce the quantity of material to be burned. Therefore, we would like to ask for volunteers that have the ability and or need for firewood to join our task team in cutting and shredding (for mulch) the piled trees. Please contact me at 513-254-3568 if you need firewood or would like to participate in this activity.

We would like to complete the previously mentioned items no later than mid January such that the excavation of the parking lot can begin in early spring. Specifications for parking lot excavation, buildup and final tar and chip are being prepared. Once complete, the package will be sent to several contractors for quotation. The parking lot installation is the milestone required for occupancy and use of the fields. 

However, there are many other important tasks to complete prior to meeting that milestone. The construction of a maintenance building is required to shelter and secure the field maintenance equipment as well as the training and game equipment. The procurement of the lawn mowing equipment and all items needed to maintain and prepare the fields for play. These are just a couple tasks that will need specific attention early in the year. 

I am in the process of putting together a list of items necessary to accomplish this work. When complete the list of material and equipment will be published on the Ohio Elite website. I ask that our membership think about making donations of equipment and materials to support these efforts. Simple donations for things such as shovels, buckets, or garbage cans will significantly reduce the maintenance start up cost.  

Again, many thanks to those of you who have volunteered your time and resources to bring this facility to where it is today. Our goal is to provide your kids an opportunity to train and play in one of the best soccer facilities in the Midwest.  Without your help and support, none of this would be happening.

February 13, 2008
Two weeks ago, a group of volunteers began the arduous task of cutting and shredding the remains of the trees that had been knocked down by an excavation contractor at the complex. This wooded acreage is being cleared in preparation for parking lot and water retention area installation.  Good progress was made in the two days that the group worked. The main parking lot area is now cleared and approximately one-half of the wooded area is deforested.  However, we are still looking at 2-3 additional days of work to complete the clearing of the woods.  Within the next few weeks (probably on March 15th), if the weather cooperates, we will be asking for volunteers to come complete this task. If you have any interest in helping cut and shred the tree remains, please contact me at, 513-254-3568.

With spring just a few weeks away, we are actively planning the field maintenance schedule. We have recently accepted several bids for the fertilizer and weed control applications for the turf at the complex. We hope to be purchasing lawn mowing equipment in March so that our staff (with volunteer help from each team) can maintain the grass growth throughout the year. The wooded area is nearing completion so that the water retention areas may be dug and seeded.

As mentioned previously, the parking lot installation is the key to completion and occupancy of the facility. We have currently begun the bidding process that will allow us to select a general contractor who will oversee the excavation and installation of the parking lot area.  And dependent upon the contractors’ schedule and spring weather, we hope to have the parking lot areas completed by June. 

Of course there are many details still needing attention before this facility will be playable. The construction of the storage barn needed to store maintenance and playing equipment is being planned. Irrigation equipment and electrical distribution systems must be purchased in order to provide necessary resources for the complex. The purchase of goals and nets for the fields is a large expense that must be filled. Contracts for portable waste facilities as well as garbage disposal must be signed before the facility is usable.

I now ask that our membership step up and think about making donations of time and talent in helping make this complex one of the best training facilities in the Midwest. I would like to hear from those of you who could spare some time and or your talent to provide grunt time and or participate on a maintenance team committed to keeping the facility running smoothly.    

Thank you,  

Scott Leist 

